Recent Activities in the Management of Satellite Acquired Earth Resource Data---A Report from the Geosat Committee by Rice, Wesley G.
Purdue University
Purdue e-Pubs
LARS Symposia Laboratory for Applications of Remote Sensing
1-1-1980
Recent Activities in the Management of Satellite
Acquired Earth Resource Data---A Report from the
Geosat Committee
Wesley G. Rice
Follow this and additional works at: http://docs.lib.purdue.edu/lars_symp
This document has been made available through Purdue e-Pubs, a service of the Purdue University Libraries. Please contact epubs@purdue.edu for
additional information.
Rice, Wesley G., "Recent Activities in the Management of Satellite Acquired Earth Resource Data---A Report from the Geosat




Machine Processing of 
Remotely Sensed Data 
and 
Soil Information Systems 
and 
Remote Sensing and Soil Survey 
 








Indiana  47907  USA 
 
IEEE Catalog No. 
80CH1533-9 MPRSD 
 
Copyright © 1980 IEEE 
The Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, Inc. 
 
Copyright © 2004 IEEE.  This material is provided with permission of the IEEE.  Such 
permission of the IEEE does not in any way imply IEEE endorsement of any of the 
products or services of the Purdue Research Foundation/University. Internal or personal 
use of this material is permitted.  However, permission to reprint/republish this material 
for advertising or promotional purposes or for creating new collective works for resale or 
redistribution must be obtained from the IEEE by writing to pubs-permissions@ieee.org. 
 
By choosing to view this document, you agree to all provisions of the copyright laws 
protecting it. 
 
RECENT ACTIVITIES I N  THE MANAGEMENT OF 
SATELLITE ACQUIRED EARTH RESWRCE DATA - 
A REPORT FROM THE GEOSAT COMMITTEE 
G, WESLEY RICE 
Conoco Inc. 
A t  t h e  1977 Annual Meeting of t h e  
Geosat Committee, Inc . ,  a subcorrqnittee 
was proposed by the Pres iden t  t h a t  would 
addres s  i t s e l f  t o  t h e  va r ious  a spec t s  of  
t h e  ground segment of s a t e l l i t e  d a t a  
c o l l e c t i o n  systems. The es tabl i shment  of 
t h i s  subcommittee was accepted by the  
Geosat Board of  Direc tors .  Charged wi th  
t h e  o b j e c t i v e  of i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  needs 
of  t h e  u s e r  community and conveying t h e s e  
f ind ings ,  t h e  Subcommittee has  been a c t i v e  
i n  t hese  a r e a s  s i n c e  May, 1978. During 
t h e s e  p a s t  two yea r s ,  t hese  needs of t h e  
u s e r  community have been surveyed and t h e  
r e s u l t i n g  information has been conveyed 
through t h e  Geosat Committee t o  appro- 
p r i a t e  governmental agencies.  
Key i tems o f  concern inc lude  t h e  
fol lowing : 
Centra l ized  inqu i ry  and d a t a  
d i s t r i b u t i o n .  
Archival  and a v a i l a b i l i t y  of  both 
.cur rent  and r e t r o s p e c t i v e  da t a .  
A v a i l a b i l i t y  of  unresampled d a t a  i n  
d i g i t a l  form. 
Data formats  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  media. 
Timely communication t o  t h e  u s e r  
community about  a l l  major changes. 
A v a i l a b i l i t y  of  d a t a  i n  a minimum 
t i m e  frame. 
Mechanism t o  r eques t  d a t a  a c q u i s i t i o n  
by the  u s e r  community. 
Combined Industry/Government Advisory 
Boards f o r  key a r e a s  of  d a t a  manage- 
ment. 
Both U.S. and fo re ign  agencies  have 
welcomed our  i n p u t  and have been 
responsive i n  cons ider ing  ou r  needs. 
These a r e a s  of d a t a  management have 
a s i g n i f i c a n t  impact on t h e  process ing  
and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of remotely sensed 
da t a .  For example, d e c i s i o n s  on d a t a  
format and a r c h i v a l  media of  c u r r e n t  and 
f u t u r e  systems (both domestic and fo re ign )  
a f f e c t  t h e  u t i l i t y  of  d i g i t a l  remotely 
sensed d a t a  by a l l  u s e r  d i s c i p l i n e s .  Un- 
resampled d a t a  is  of key importance i n  
performing r ad iome t r i c  and c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
s t u d i e s ,  y e t  p o l i c i e s  were almost  s e t  
which p r o h i b i t e d  i t s  a v a i l a b i l i t y .  
This  paper summarizes t h e  major 
a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  Geosat Committee i n  
t hese  a r e a s ,  and t h e  ph i lo soph ie s  behind 
them. S i g n i f i c a n t  p rog res s  has  been made; 
much remains t o  be done. 
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